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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
Office of Congressional Affairs
Washington, D.C. 20505

Telephone: 482-6136 18 Aug 88

TO: Ms. Mary K. Vinson
United States Senate

Committee on Governmental Affairs
quhingfrm’ T)’(‘,_ 20510

Dear Mary:

Rather than task a dead end, I checked
with the other analyst and came up with the
necessary information. I apologize for not
doing this earlier. This collection of
newspaper articles should provide the dés-
criptions and map that you requested.

Thank you for your patience.

- Sincerely,
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Mexico: Prison security chief quits post
MEXICO CITY — The security chief at_Mc,ﬁLCig's

Northern Prison has r llowing reports that
" had beEn’

jalled murder suspect Rafael Caro Quintero

ﬁmm&eﬁmmns the nev«js?ﬁe
%ggl,ggr‘smd_ uintero was jailed after being tharged wi

e Feb 1985 murder of US. drug agent. Enrique
Camarena Salazar. The incident strained relations between

Mexico and the USA.
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electrical appliances, jewels, and money amounting to over 300 million pesos.
(————‘—\ . } e

- FOR OFE ONLY JPRS-TDD-86-013-L
. 31 March 1986

MEXICO

CARO QUINTERO PRISON INCIDENT HIGHLIGHTS INEQUITIES, ABUSES
Jewels, Goods, Money Seized
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish 20 Jan 86 pp 26-28

[Text] On Sunday, 12 January, the prison awoke, surrounded by scores of guards.

For the umpteenth time, the sewer was uncovered: 1In a cell, that of Rafael
Caro Quintero, the prison authorities, after a forceful search, "seized"

The drug trafficker's arrival in the Northern Prison had not only caused the
underhanded sinecures fostered by the prison system to become excessive, but
also made the intermal living in the prison more expensive.

The authorities have washed their hands. They blame the guards for the corrup-

tion entrenched in the jails; while the rates of alcoholism and drug addiction
are on the rise.

According to an account from the inmates, the searches have no date nor time.
They occur at the pleasure of the supervisor on duty: after a dispute, when
indications of an escape are presumed or occur, or at a mere whim.

On the night of Saturday, 11 January, the instructions from the prison adminis
tration were precise: search Caro Quintero's cell. Three guards were assigned
for this purpose. It was shortly after 2200 hours. They accomplished nothing.
The drug trafficker violently prevented what to the authorities was only a
routine inspection.

During the early hours of Sunday, the operation was repeated. Countless guards,
heavily armed, took dormitories 10 and 10A, both isolated from the rest of the
jail, by storm.

Within a few minutes, Caro Quintero was forcefully quelled. The grdundrules

" had changed, at least for the drug trafficker and his associates.

From a2 completely outiitted cell (smzll stove, curtains, rugs, electrical

< T TT————— —_—

appliances, sports equipment, and a large amount of money), he was segregated

to a maximum security area. While the authorities reported the fight and the
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injuries caused to three guards by the drug trafficker, the drug trafficker's

defense charged the theft of the belongings of their client, who claimed to
v be near death.

Two days later, to silence the speculation, the prison authorities allowed
the press to visit the prison and learn the true condition of the drug
trafficker's health. Caro Quintero showed no visible traces of injuries
thaE,iﬂElé\Efve jeopardized his life. i} [ —
— g—————\

| Caro Quintero was lying on a bed, under a blanket, in the cell, inside a

| dormitory isolated from the other inmates. He said that he was tired of
so many injustices. "I don't know what Mr Sanchez Galindo, who often sends
me special agents to confiscate my belongings, wants. They rob me, they take
me out to INTERPOL whenever they want, and they take away my possessions.
I can't stand the situation any longer."

In an interview with reporters, the new prison director, Rafael Vazquez Hernan-
dez, said that the items confiscated from Caro Quintero's cells had been placed
at the disposal of the Office of the Attorney General of the Republic.

Vazquez Hernandez claimed that, since he took office, Caro Quintero had tried
to impose his own terms, to the extént that, to prevent the routine inspection
of his cell, he locked himself inside with a chain and a padlock. And he

noted that privileges are not allowed inside the prison, and that Caro Quintero
"had taken things to the point of absurdity."

The director of the Eastern Prison admitted that there have been cases of

corruption among the guard personnel, who have allowed items and clothing that
are not permittec to enter.

As a first disciplinary measure, Caro Quintero was segregated. His penalty
was to be 30 days, without a2 right to visitors, with the exception of his .
attorneys, who immediately obtained an "amparo" [a writ, possessing some
elements of an injunction and some of habeas corpus] in relief. Two days
later, the penalty was lifted from him.

In statements to the press, the director of prisons, Antonio Sanchez Galindo,
admitted that, despite the modernization of the prison systems, there is
still serious corruption ameng the guards, who are easily convinced by the
inmates to allow access to drugs and liquor.

He also remarked that, owing to this situation, there are many privileged
inmates irn the jails who, because of their considerable economic power, bribe
the guards more easily. Nevertheless, he admitted that some inmates have been

permitted comforts, provided they do not viclate the official regulations
in this regard. '

As for Caro Quintero's punishment, he said that it was imposed because "there
cannot be a state within zncther sate," and noted that this was the third
time that liquor and jewels were found in the drug trafficker's cell,
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For the rthern Prlson Eogulation, Caro ggintero s arrival meant that the
internal living in the prison became more expensive. Like the authoritd
some prt§655;§g;g;ée in citing the drug trafficker's presumptuousness. how,
everything costs more.

The common ordinary visitor is not allowed to bring in anything. 1In the
search booths, he must leave his money, jewelry, cigarettes, or any other
item or belonging that they consider unacceptable.

The situation is in contrast when the visitor is among those considered
privileged. Outside the prison, groups of children offer their services to
carry the heavy items. The youngsters go inside the jail without any great
trouble. Among the inmates, it is known that Caro Quintero's visitors
distributed money in large amounts. _It is said that the tips to the guards
were from 15,000 to 20,000 pesos each. The "tips" were larger“when a party
waS'iﬂvBIVEH—' At least two inmates recall that,durlng the final days of
1985, the drug trafficker brought in musicians.

One of the guards told the reporter that the prison authorities were not
dissociated from this situation. "Evervone enters here for the danc1ng
We are not the only ones to blame."

So now, everything costs twice as much. The prlson is overpopulated. Each
inmate spends at least 100 pesos a day on the roll call. Each visit costs
the same amount per person. Liquor is priced between 20,000 and 25,000 pesos
per bottle. The cost of telephone calls outside fluctuates depending on

the time and the day. It is claimed that Caro Quintero has paid up to a

million pesos per call during the nighttime hours.

Just in case, there is a change: chores. .At another time, they paid as much
as 50,000-150,000 pesos not to perform them. Now, thev are considered a

type of work to be accounted for to reduce the penalty, according to the
Law on Minimum Standerds.

With the new administration, the measure has apparently brought results.
There are many inmates who enlist to do tne work which thev had previouslv
paid not to do.

Nevertheless, the cozzggﬁggg_lghfhere. Now},il_algg\spsts to appear on the

i1 1 ) —_— e —

work detail lists. ‘ ;
T

According to Antonio Sanchez Galindo, the corruption in prisons ''cannot be

eradicated" overnight. "It 1s somethlng that has been present for many vears

3

and the battle is a daily one.

Prison Director's Corruption Alleged’

Yonterrey EL NORTE in Spanish 14 Jan 86 p 1-4

[Excerpts] Mexico Citv, 13 Januarv--Tomorrow, Rafael Caro Quinterc’'s leczl

0 - . . . -‘—_\‘\—'- e -

defense will undertake to file a formal compidin s for gssault, 1njuries, ==3
o
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the theft of 300 million pesos, against the authorities of the Northern Prison,
according to a statement made today by the defense attorney, Jose Rojo Coronado.

Both the defender and those in custody blame Rafael Vazquea Hernandez, new

director of the prison, directly for the incident, claiming that he demands
money from the inmates.

Thev also blamed Jesus Sanchez Galindo, general director of prisons, for the
"policy of terror" established in the rehabilitation centers.

The defense said that they would demand that the liberties of those being
held be respected, and that the pertinent authorities prevent the presumptuous
conduct of the new director, Rafael Vazquez Hernandez.

in an official report, the General Directorate of Prisons said that it would
not tolerate Caro Quintero's 'usual presumptuousness,' with which he is
accustomed to behave in the prison, for which reason it was dec1ded "to
segregate him.'

|
1’ Access to the Northern Prison wes banned today by the director of that insti-
} tution for the news media.

Caro Quintero's Quarters Described

Monterrey EL NORTE in Spanish 14 Jan 86 p 1-A

e

{illustration entltled "X-Ray of Caro Quintero's 'Room 10'"]

[Text ] 1. Access to "Room 10" with a special guard force of two guards. The
ntire building, including 20 cells, a common area, grassy areas, and courts,

en
s occupied only by Rafael Caro Quintero and five of his associates.

. Grassy areas exclusively for those in custodyv and their families, with

i
-\
2
four lavm tables and chairs. ,

.b’

Basketball court.

4. Area with fruit trees and grill. There zare peach trees, avocado trees,
ornamental plants there. .

e

[

Access to the building from the cells and the recreational areas.

6. Air-conditioned open area with a gym. It has weights, a ping-pong table,
and a platform for physical exercise.

wn

Kitchen equipped with a twe-door refrigerator, a sink, four electric
vrners, four butane gas burners, a blender, & table, with six chairs, and
small cupboard.

m o

&. A larger cupboard in which boxes of provisicns and general supplies are
kent.

'
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9. Area of cells distributed on each floor, with only the lower floor occupied
by inmates. The second floor is not used.

10. Cell occupied by Rafael Caro Quintero, carpeted, with curtains, a double
bed, a combination desk and dressing table, color television, a video cassette,
and plumbing services, including a shower.
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Prison Official Resigns
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 23 Jan 86 p 4-2

[Text] The chief of \1g*l¢“ce and security at the Northern Preventive Prison

1-2nle 2ig
(wnexﬁ_ﬁhe_a:ug~€{ﬁf icker Rafael Caro QulnTE?E’T?_;;farcerateB5 David
Rodriguez Tejeda, has been dismissed from his post and Pedrd_CIT—E:;~B?Z'has
been =ppointed to replace him. ,//"’f_______;;\\\

According to the General Directorate of Prisons
irrevocable resignation, apparently because of
superiors.

» David Rodriguez submitted his
disaegreements with his

This shift at the Northern Prison, considered z kev one, comes a week after
Rafsel Caro Quintero attacked three guards in his dormitery, following a
search made of his cell.

David Rodriguez Tejeda, former chief of wvigilanze and secu
center where Caro Quinterc is located,
his resignation.

rity &t the prison
declined to make anyv comment regerding

5@
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Meanwhile, Pedro Gil Gongorsa, the new head of security, refused to answer the
telephone, and his secretary claimed that "he is busy dinside."

With the departure of the security chief, it is thought that at least a dozen
guards will resign from their positions. No information about any other
resignations was provided for the present.

A week ago, the general director of prisons, Antonio Sanchez Galindo, ordered
an investigation among the vigilance personnel, after the problems with Caro
Quintero (the confrontation with the guards) and what was seized in his cell.
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'searched his cell Saturday.night.
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~Caro Quintero Placed 1n Isolation After Prison Incidentc< .
~By SOLL SUSSMAN= . -
~Associated Press Writer=

MEXICO CITY (AP) Reputed drug baron Rafael Caro _Qujntero,
charged with murdering a U. S. narcotics agent, was placed in an
sETETTEE:;ell_afté?—ﬁ‘ﬁ?T-Eﬁ‘brawI, the government newspaper El
Nacional reparted Tuesday. I
A photographer from the newspaper Excelsior was allowed to visit
Caro Quintero in the Northern Prison after the weekend clash, and |

;1ts Tuesday editions carried a plcture showxng the smiling pr1soner

in a spartan cell with no outward signs of injuries.

A statement from_&bg_ﬁgng;gl_Dlrectos of Prisons, carried thﬁ;k

3Naciona1 said Caro Quintero wmas-ordered to ser ¥S..in

1

- It said he_tried to prevent the surprise search, in which

jewels, gégg}pr television set, Win other possessions that
prisoners are not allowed to have w fiscateds -

aro Quintero suffered blows to various parts of his body but no
serious injuries, the statement said. Newspapers had reported
Monday that Caro Quintero had been badly beaten.

Caro Quintero's_lawyer, Fernandg_aglg_g%ggnado told reporters
that dollars, pesoS“and jewe worth about $625,0 Oéﬂﬁgiﬂgsgifg‘

from the prisoner's rool-after. the SeaTchT """

‘‘‘‘‘

Tfie_dncident touched off a new controversy about the pr1v1leges

‘ = ™ T TT——— e et ey
~wealthy prisoners receive. -

Antonio Sanchez Galindo, general director of pnlgons in Mexico
City, said 10XUry 1Teik hﬂﬂ’ﬁ?@ﬁ"§731laBTg—zg_EETEZQu;gtero because
of TOTruption still lingering within the system..He.said no
prisoners should be allowed sucfh privileges.

Caro Quintero was arrested last April in Costa Rica and returned
to Mexico in connection with the deaths of Enrique Camarena Salazar

~of Calexico, Calif., a special agent for the U.S. Drug Enforcement

Administration, and his Mexican pilot, Alberto Zavala Avelar. They
were kidnapped in Guadalajara and killed in February 1985.

Police investigators said Caro Quintero was one of the top four
drug traffickers in the country. :
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